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feeterdry a stndqrt brrargbt up the geatlo, tEon ceo f hol rAea tbe statemtt
rads ln Lager q otbcr bletcT bookg g5g corroct .gg ngg Egg SlE J b€ .€glg?n

there ate scos gaaeraL guldea thgt I baro mntlcned rdlcb ycrr ebudd alrea$
be $ra1:e of. fan rraLl notlcc that that tbere rlts no dlrect Inrpose lrr reetorlag
ry of tbe natertaL of Persls ccept -tbat I btto&rced the FerBla }lrt ac a part
of Xgsrptfroa c.brcnol.ogr @u uee (vol. cncr Pages 219-28). lnrg tt 1g there
lf yo naeded to refer to lt lrr rslatlqo to Dblel tnt eepeclal-ly ta regard to Esra ?.
(SaL tUe artlcle ae Ezra tn tbe Good flevs of fporl]rt'try, 196f., page 9.)

1!ere ls no need to regtce aythtng fe !g!tr!.g ttra 1fi 8.9. cavetrd. Bouever,
I bave placed tbe llst ln tbe Ccryeadln (vol. ole, pagas 2*?9O) to Sor uhat ls
otbenrlse diJftsrlt to bare acceat to ta other volrues--the naterlal that ucnld r{'!L
up tbe nbol-e etcay before tbat vlth rrbat ve bor ln the Blbllcal reced beg{nn{ng
rdth fiehcha&ezzar. &rt o tbe otber hod,, tiere ars lay nLsuDderstadlags: f,ot
rdth lfahcha&egzatrc relgn, tnt abort hor to aquate the BlblLcal record gg llt

1gou sltb rerpect to gtgg€,: Sat rhl6b 1r fron Alaaderrs tLu co pr€Bsntg no
problen; that nblch goes back probab\y to tbe 6@ts nuaally ;resents no probla.-lbere 

rary be a fen questlors ln C'reeco ta tbe 6OOts B,C. t^n certaln aFoar, hrt tbst
Ls lncideot!.l.

ltltb r"eapect to ASEI&I *q 745 B.C. qruatd ne ns1d batt no baslc chrao-
logtcal probla. fcrr glll have, ta Smecbcrlbra tl.u, a baclc alslaterpretatlqr
of tbe r.elatlmablp of Seanachertb to the stcay of lerel{ab. 1be SgEg gltlan rdlf
E! b lncorrect hrt the evea_tg riltL b€ nleagtoclated becatrge th6re rpre tuo attgeks,
not caet &e !!1t1&1 attiffi aot rccorded la hlstory bccausc Sgnnacherlf,-(ffi-
681-aee vol. cae, pags 295) rlas not tbea aole Hrrg. 1be attack that Ls recorded
ln hlatocT 1s the o'e tlat tt ES partlorlar\r dlecuss€d l.rr t'ba BLble cxcept t&at
rra find .-great rcatbr cEEo crl EaA ftbe retei'eaca r€€Es to ba to II Wzlzzfl,
tnt thts ls rl't tbattg sald. lla baw a sla.Llar caee ln respect to the Eook of JEn-
aaiah ad tbe Battle of gg1qbe&lgb (Jerealab 622)r Icu rlaLl dlrcowr tbat blgtor-
lcal records oaak of cae battle of Carcbed$, the BlbLlca1 reoord claarJy qreakg' .note p@s 1?1-2 of voI. crse oi the Go4andlt-). lbe flrei ctleof mother oe (

(6O5EFJ, aa far aa I hov, is not alluded to la tbe Blblci tbe Fcod coe (603
B.C.) ig rentloed tn the Elbilc .gg1! le alluded to ln h:Lstory aeil ntn-ld barm bsa
cqletely dl.geusged by tbe Babylcaloe bad the ocleot docnnmt been ocplete I
tbe etouy of tbe oaaslng of tbe anry 1e dlscussed tut aot rgdlr*' t&at c1ty.

llbsa u€ ccae to Chgg, chrorologloal^\y, tf yan use- the baslc froarork that
1r forud ln voluno cns-of-tUe Ccrpeadlru (pag"r 34y3531-*1ch Lg tbe old, tnadl-
tlqal foa-tiere lc'g$$g rrrcngl Cbfra is tbe 6lv aatlcn tbat bas rait dgbt
bare bco 6e'l'ts{ a atadard reoed lrhlcb har beea ccrect gohg all f}6 rrry bacL
to tbe loner of Babel-t'bc oly oel flot a elagla other r<rrlar rscord of bistory
bag ergr baea Laft alee. Xor g€r tbe Chl:ree recccd 1r not bfug left alcae.
So far the &resclas catlnue to use tte laterlal o Chtaa ta tts clglnal, tredi-
ttqal fota; brt I a aot arrc hor log evea se.holarc la Ghlaa ad hsrl.a rilLl
retala thla agproach. If lt prya tieu to lollou taradltlon ln a nattsr, tb€y rrtll;
13, fe propogada !€arcnt, lt prye tbq to b.!! rrltl the pasr t&ry imttl tlattc
tbe rrrLo tbey vltl lollon s
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trcbaeoLoglcal-\y rr bave naJor probloar la Ch:laa ia rl] atear tacludiag tbe
ear}lest part of Cbfus la rcns reglcar, tnt I do tbinh tbat nost of tba datoa fq'
Cblnes€ rnatprls,l are bastreal\r corect; tba on\r reacqr 1a tbat tbey baventt beer
able to app\y ra4locarboa to lt, ad t'bercfcre ltta a,rch later tba lt Bhcrfld b€
lJ rdlocsbo rpre usd as a netbod to cbacL tbe agc. So tbls !€Els tbat, 1f they
Irss e.y radlocarbo datl'g at tcac tl* b the firtunc, ltll-l b€ ta dfuagreiwat;
presently lttg accglrtablg hrt yo caft lategratc trt, ycn baw to learn lt rd.ti tba
Gblnese recotd.

Eoy abcnt JS$E? Tbls uen cdltlca of Lager beglna rdtb tbe date 753 B.C. fc
156 Soadiag af RrlE dd& l.e lnterectfig bocas! th5'a 1g tbc flrst tlne tn probab\y
tno gsoerattcag that they bare ueed g rldt aoorgacb'-thc old, tradltlcnal os baa
ccne bacl rdtb reepect to t'he bl.atory of lta\tt (foTc p€o 82 la f,agpr.)

I barrc D€IEF dj.ecngssd Ecrea !r tbe CrrT'ea&lut hrt, ar & rll.uEtrgtlor, sbarld
ycn rrat to knou soeth{.g abcrrt lt, thc f,cea btstcay Ls ccmect r11 tbe lry back
bo 1122 B,C. r&o' tbere taa a brerk Lu the Chlaese recod at $1eb polnt yan car plck
up tb'e ffcraa natBrlal, llerefara f d5'd&lt era tach lt.

hytbfng before t,ba dates tbat f haw dlsanssed here uilJ.it got aoraa{y be cce-
rect\y presented t !l nqy natlos, tbere uay be co Lnce'rect hlstcrlcal preseartatlcn
praca to the tLre tbat hletce.17 takes up, tnt r&at ytn u6.1d ftnd 1g tbat tbere le no
preeentatlca blststcal.ly at all. Ittg all arcbaeologloall thrr re rqrld baro qo
lnfqaatlca of early Farsla, of earJy Iadl,r tbat 1s ?alld.

bd hdla. sllce tbls lrlll probab\y ba cmlng up nor€ t'bdr scoe other natlo, I
dcubt t&ct eytblag before tbe tLae of lgoka il acrrEct\y atated. lad evo tberc I i

tblsk ym ahcnld y€ry caslblJy €o<o'{n€ Fggsrtcatlc uark lf ycn rrat to bon tbe back-
grcnrnd fc aytblag pr{or to the reign of tbe }fmryar lilch ls &fter tbc tLus of
AJ.csrder tbc Gneat \317 B.C.) (Ses ehapter 15 of vo1. qtre.) no tba qr ycr r*lJL
nonrally flad ralrcar used tn lndla rccorrill. hrrk\y I dcatt aee r&y clrca ae€ds
to be used; hrt tbe t€rlca lt 1g uced fu tbat tba€b tbsy have a clear cndlng pollt,
tbare ar€ DeJr tbtagp la betnea tbat tiey cannot bc gnre ol beco,Ee thcy baro no
solld begllntng polat. If thery had eatabllsb€d &oka based qr tbe Cblne* reccd,
ad tbe clear cvldence orlglna{y, tbe tbgy rntJ.d not baw had to bavc the elrca.
So dqrt let rclrcar fool ycr !! n't1 !16 atatemts nde; fte a,l] practlcal lnrpoaos
tAe datas rrtll probably bo ccurect.

Ihe s@e la tnre of SgISlg. I have aot attarytpd to reetee lta chroologr la
detall la tbe Gcnpeadlru. ls fsr as I bw, probab\y 99 trrt of 10O drtes arc ccarect
t&ca& earry cac unld be labcllcd lclrcar bccase tbsy have tbrora of tbc tnltlal
date--r&lcb tbey bare r{ght hlt t}rsy dott aacept lt as prowd. (Sea p. 9>96 tt
tbe ueu lager o Parthlq ad tho conota qr lt lf h. go€b ta Cbepter 17 of vol.
.!gg of tbe Cqaadlru.)

there ls a pecullrr fcahrc rdth reepect to tbe lqr4o-Sso rtrld. Ecrc ycn
rdlt probably uot ptck up t&o atoty corcotl3r uattl thc 6tb oauhrT l.D. t tc 5th
century vLth tbc coJag of tba frngilcs ad tbe Secrqrg ad a tratlttloal ilatc at t*g
l"D. ls probabJy ctdll dlEatspd by hl.stclene (page 1?9 la tagsr). So Eleqtrd.
you so€, ca be perbaps 500 or ncre yoars A.9. belcs there dtt bo a correct evaLuatlc. Tbe s6€ Lc tlue of $ggge tbcr€b rt b8rr the r&qle recoarcl of nost of tboae
natlos ca baoL c*:rectty preserrcd. hrt the noder:r'dry qpproacb dlctatss tlrat ary-
thfng *1& 1r not ocnllrasd tt coteoorqlr rcnl€ aatarlal le reJcotedt

uI
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TIME SCALE OF EARTH HISTORY

Totll ti mc rcl)r(tnt I l.( t, z,tXn,(fn,ffl ) f yclrx
Tilrx, rrirrm lxginrring of I'lt:ishmrrx:, t'{XX),0{X)1 yurrs

(oltlest timc divisions st bortom ol t'bkl profrensivcly y(rungcr upw*r.l)

Major I)ivi-
riou ol Tirnc Subrlivicion of Tirnc

Pleirrem
Plioccm

ImJxrtrn! CruLcl
Ilcvolul irru

Foldinr in wctm Eurcpc
rnd clrtarr North
Amerie
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rion of ;rraitr
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Dcnnian

Siluira
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